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University bookstore shares profit with students in other auxiliaries
~i.--

Emily Wuchner
News Editor
It is one of student's many gripes: buying books.
While it is easy to spend a couple hundred dollars
purchasing the books, little do students know some
of the money they pay is actually helping them.
The bookstore, as well as housing and food services, is an auxiliary group, which means money is
earned from user fees or purchases, and no tuition
money is allotted.
Bookstore Director Jack Vaughn, said through the
years the bookstore has helped pay for equipment in
the Wellness Center, items for the new Clark College and has donated funds for the construction of
a local golf course.
"Our net dollars are used, or put back into
the University, for students in some way,"
Vaughn said. "It doesn't make any difference
what it is. It all goes back to the University
and all those things help hold the cost down
so we don't need as many state appropriations."
Vaughn said more than Sn,OOO is
budgeted for the University's general
scholarship fund.
"It's not a mandatory thing that
we're doing," Vaughn said. "It's a ... v .a-w""""""-·
tory item. We've always had the funds to do
that."
Vaughn said during the summer, if books
are no longer being used and cannot be
returned to publishing companies for credit,
he allows college heads to peruse through
the books so they can build a library in
their Residential College.
The bookstore has also begun
working with a group in the south
helping professors affect·
ed by Hurricane Katrina
fmd textbooks like ones
they may have lost in
Ill
the storm. He said the
bookstore subirilttea
a list of books that
are no longer
being used to the
.organization, but ~-,
has not yet been ~
contacted about
sending books.
Vaughn said the program is tied into
the Bill Gates foundation, which will pay half the
cost of the book.
Vaughn said he tries to order as many used books
as possible, contacting five different book companies
to find :tnd purchase used books. He said 44 percent
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April Whitten
Staff writer
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Presidential candidates quarrel in latest SGA elections
Alaina Zanln
Assistant News Editor
Elections become heated with
passionate candidates, and this
year's Student Government Association executive races were no
exception.
Robert Castleburry, senior from
Benton Ky., has been the chairman
of the SGA election ways and
means committee for three years.
Compared to past elections, he said

in this year's election there has
been more bad-mouthing between
candidates.
"You're always going to have in
any election candidates trying to
embellish the image of their opponent to make themselves look better," Castleburry said. "This year
there's been a little bit more going
after the opponent, but that is
because we've had a very enthusiastic set of opponents. That is a
virtue in that they cared more
about the election."

Judge denies
Yonts' bail

Murray State, like any other university, runs into problems during
student elections.
Voter apathy was a problem in
this year's SGA election. Voting
dropped about 7 percent from the
previous year, and only 1608 students cast a ballot out of a student
body of more than 10,000.
But Castleburry said he doesn't
think mudslinging affected the outcome of the election because most
students picked their favorite candidates before the campaign began.

''In the end, the minds of many
voters were already made up before
campaigning even started," Castleburry said. "I don't believe that certain aspects of a candidates personal life should be brought up, but due
to the nature of human beings I
believe that certain personal
aspects of their personal lives will
come into play in an election."
Allan Hendricks, senior from
Henderson Ky., ran for SGA presi-

see SCA, 3A

In the near future, students could be
receiving text messages from not only
friends and family but also their local
school officials.
Several universities, including Murray
State, are researching the possibility of
providing a phone service that would be
used as a line of communication between
school officials and students during emergency situations. If the text-messaging
plan is implemented, students would
either buy a new phone or have the service added to their current phone. Phones
would not be provided by the University.
Vice President of Student Affairs Don
Robertson, said this is one of several
options Murray State is researching.
"We've been looking into something
like this prior to (the Virgirilil Tech shooting)," Robertson said.
Robertson said arranging an agreement
with a specific phone company would be
one of the more effective ways to implement the service. The phone company
would offer a particular phone to students
at a low cost and the University would
then encourage students to purchase the
phone. These phones could be used as
personal phones, but would also give Murray State a channel to reach students on
campus during an emergency.
In order for students to willingly participate in the service, Murray State would
have lo heavily market the plao.
"If it was marketed correctly I think students would use it,'' Robertson said.
Tarnela Hayton, junior from Paducah,
Ky., said the text-messaging system could
be a positive step for campus safety.
"I think it is a great idea and it has the
potential to work really well if the University is flexible with it," Hayton said. "It
will also help students who don't currently have cell phones get a better deal to get
one. I think you should have the option of
getting a phone or just getting the service
on your current phone, that way students
who have phones don't have to carry two
phones around campus."
Catie Bondurant, freshman from Paducah, Ky .• said the cell phone project would
only work if students had a choice in the
matter.
"If it was an option then I think it would
be a good idea," Bondurant said. "Not all
students are going to want to participate
in this."
But Kelly Mackin, sophomore from
Louisville, Ky., doesn't think students
would take the effort seriously.
"' don't think that school-issued cell
phones would be a good idea because students don't take threats to campus security seriously,'' Mackin said...Students have
the mentality that nothing like what happened at Virginia Tech could happen here.
l think all you can do is adequately prepare students in the actions that would be
taken if something like Virginia Tech
occurred."
April Whitten can be reached at
april. whitten@mu"aystate.edu.

VIRGINIA TECH

Murray State alumna experiences VA Tech tragedy
Elizabeth Cawein
Staff writer

Staff Report
While an appeal is pending for Harrison Yonts' conviction of wanton murder,
Calloway Circuit Court Judge Dennis
Foust ruled he will have to remain in
prison during the appeal process.
According to court documents, Foust
denied a motion, April 19, by Yonts' '
lawyer Dennis Null to grant bail for
Yonts pending the results of his appeal to
the Kentucky Supreme Court. The written ruling stated that in consideration of
"the entire body of evidence" and the
offense at hand, Yonts should be denied
bail, going on to state that while bond
pending appeal is an option, it is not
guaranteed.
Currently, Yonts is incarcerated at the
Calloway County Jail after he was sentenced to 20 years in prison, April 9.
Yonts must serve a minimum of 17 years
before he has eligibility for parole per

Schools
search for
safer options

photo courte.'y of Susan Stinson

Susan Stinson, second from the rlohl oathers with her friends at a VIrginia Tech event
Stinson was at Tech's campus durlno the shooting. April16.

Before Facebook groups and maroon ribbons, before memorial services
and news specials, thousands of Americans spent much of Aprill6 as
Susan Stinson did, glued to a TV set.
A TV set inside the Baptist Collegiate Ministry on the Virginia Tech
campus in Blacksburg.
A 2006 Murray State alumna from Fort Thomas, Ky., Stinson began an
internship with the BCM in the falL She'd just arrived at the office around
9 a.m. April16 when she said a pastor's wife called to tell the BCM staff
that there had been a shooting in a dormitory. and to lock the doors. A
second caller around 9:45 a.m. said a gunman was still loose on campus.
"When we first heard about the dorm shooting and the one student who
was killed there, we know a lot of students who live in West (Ambler
Johnson) ... so we spent the first half an hour trying to get a hold of those
students and make sure they were OK,'' she said. "The feeling was kind of
a numbness, almost. We were watching the TV and all of the sudden it
went from one person to 20. [t was disbelief, you couldn't grasp it, and the
numbers just kept climbing."
When the number finally held steady at 33, one of the graduate students
involved with the BCM was among the dead.
"It's been pretty difficult, especially for our older students, seniors, grad
students who knew him pretty well," Stinson said. " ... It's been a difficult

see YIICIIIA TECH 3A
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road, and we have had a lot of time to
kind of reflect on who he was, and be
thankful for his life and that we got to be
a part of it."
Stinson said the campus and the BCM
have been inundated with crisis counselors and volunteers from across the
nation in the days since the incident.
"We (at the BCM) have just been trying
to spend time with our students to make
sure that it they need to talk about it, they
can," she said. "We walk down to the drill
field with them, letting them grieve ·with
us, making sure they're seeing us grieve.''
The university's drill field has been the
site of much of the community's mourning and memorial efforts, and Saturday it
provided a place for students to find a
momentary distraction.
"The university is trying to help students grieve, but also have fun moments
for them," Stinson said. "Saturday down
on the drill field, every local restaurant
was there, and there was music. It was
something for people to do, to come
down and spend some time together and
go through this together."
That togetherness has been central in
the coping process, Stinson said.
"There's just such a strong comm1.mity
here, such a strong sense of family," she
said. "You can feel the pride on campus.
Everywhere you go, it's maroon and
orange - people are just very supportive
of each other."
And as questions arise about the effectiveness of university campus safety poli-

cies, Stinson said the support continues at Virginia Tech, she said, student~ just
felt safe.
"The chief of police was at the event on
the drill field, and so many students
walked up to him and thanked him for
everything he had done," Stinson said. "I
know everyone is completely supportive
of the way the university handled it The
fll'st shooting, they thought was a domes·
tic fight, they thought they had it under
control. They had secured that area.
They had no way of knowing that this
guy was off doing what he wa<> doing and
was about to attack again. ... Some students ·bave even said that they heard
there was a shooting on campus and still
decided to come to class that morning.
Students felt they were safe."
Among the most impressive of Tech's
safety measures, Stinson said, was the
campus loud speaker.
"Universities keep asking what they
can do, and 1 think (the loud speaker) is
one of the neatest things that we have
that they were able to utilize in this situation," she said.
The healing process has certainly
begun, and life in Blacksburg will begin to
resemble normality again soon - but the
images of April 16 will linger in the back
of students' minds.
"It's so indescribable," Stinson said.
"Even now, it feels like last week was
such a bad dream.''
Elizabeth Cawein can be reached at
prentiss.cawein@murraystate.edu.

3a

dent this year and said he felt the mudslinging got
out of control. He maintained that the other two
candidates, Reed Clapp and Eric King, may not have
actually said anything negative about their opponents, but they did not discourage other student supporters from doing so.
"I think it was accepted by those candidates," Hendricks said. "l think it's good to have competition. It
brings out the best in the candidates. but anytime
you have to resort to a comment like that it seems
you are putting the spotlight on someone else to
cover where you come up short."

Reed Clapp, sophomore from Mayfield, was also a
candidate in this year's election. Clapp said candidates should stick to their professional agenda.
"I think that people have to realize that when it
comes to a campaign that they have to look at platforms or what the people stand for or what they've
done in previous experiences, and judge on that and
not worry about attacking somebody's character,"
Clapp said. "You just fall under a lot of persecution,
but it shouldn't be because of you personally.''
Alaina Zanin can be reached at alaina.zanin@murraystate.edu.

BOOKSTORE
From Pagel
of all the books sold at the bookstore are used.
"Nobody has enough.'' Vaughn
said. "There's not enough used
books out there for everybody."
Vaughn said one of the University bookstore's biggest sources
of competition is online book
purchasing.
He said about 12-15 percent of
students purchase books online
and one third of those student~
purchase books from the Murray
State bookstore online.
"Buying books online is great,
provided you ftnd the right one.,"
Vaughn said. "A textbook today is
not just a textbook because a lot
of cla~ses have CD's, access

codes, library access, infotrac,
and when you buy a used book,
you don't get that a lot of times if
you're buying from an individual.''
While some University stores
have turned to outsourcing their
services to comparues like Barnes
and Noble, Vaughn does not see
that in Murray State's future.
"Sometimes stores are outsourced because of the management of the store, it's not very
good. An outsource provider will
convince the administration that
they can do a better job," Vaughn
said.
"In some cases they can....If
you're doing what you're suppose

to do, then there's no reason to
outsource. We can provide a lot
more services, and we do provide
a lot more services than an outsource company will."
Through ·his 41 years of work at
the University store, Vaughn said
he and his employees have always
considered what services to provide to students.
"There's not very many stores
in the United States that does as
much as this store does for our
students," Vaughn said."... I know
that we do lots of good things,
lots of things every day for
departments."
Emily Wuthner can be reached at
emily.wuchner@murraystate.edu.
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what do you think•••
Did the University doenough to encouragestudents tovote?
"Yes, they did. There was signs
everywhere. It as all over the Web site
and Facebook."

SGA could see increased voting
turnout by combining methods

The staff editorial is the majority opinion of the editorial board
of The Murray State News.
·
It was that special time of year again. All the students at MurBrett Barton • O'Fallon, IlL
ray State logged onto their reliable PIN systems and voted for
freshman
the peers they wanted to lead the University through its next
academic year.
Well, maybe not all of them.
Voting apathy is nothing new at Murray State, not recently nor
''The only thing I ever noticed was
in the past.
on Racernet. I think the candidates did
most of the promoting.'
With a promising turnout increase in 2006, the electronic voting system appeared to be catching on until 2007 brought us
Amanda Bates· Berea, Ky.
back to reality.
junior
The reality is that nothing seems to motivate the students to
fill out electronic ballots.
The University took a positive step in 2002 by ending the
"No. The candidates did most of the
process of voting machines and switching to the convenience of
publicity. I didn't hear much from the
the Internet. But this improvement only increased turnout by
University."
about 300 students.
Therefore, the University could take this idea and move it a
Brad Ehlers • Waterloo, Ill.
senior
step further.
Using both manual voting machines and electronic voting via
the Internet voting could increase by a marginal proportion.
The problem with voting apathy is not that students con"No. I think the candidates did more than
sciously choose not to vote but that they simply forget.
the University did."
Murray Madness was an excellent way to encourage students
to vote and such measures should be implemented in the future.
Marjorie Sooter • Ballwin, Mo.
Now, the University needs to provide as many voting mediums
freshman
as possible to see the results.
The Internet is convenient, but doing more of a good thing is
Caitlin Dunnagan/The News I never bad.
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With liberty and justice for all ·according
1

Non-discrimination policy neglects seXual orientation
In My

Opinion

Anthony
Jones
Anthony Jones is a
senior OSHA major
from Union City,
Tenn.

You see or hear about it every day. It
surrounds you in the news and media.
Television news stations eat it for breakfast. Newspapers write lengthy editorials
about it. Radio stations announce it
hourly. It draws major attention nationwide.
Statements and actions that offend and
discriminate against others are big issues
today. In a world where we strive not to
judge others on the basis of race, gender,
religion or age, persons that do things to
publicly offend others are condemned
just as publicly as their offensive actions.
This condemnation and criticism is a
positive step to showing that we are all
Americans, not just black or women or
elderly or Christian.
Yet, there is one group of people who
are commonly overlooked in our public,
and even private, protections. They are
possibly one of the most hated groups by
so many others who say they care and
love everyone.
Even some members of other minorities discriminate and ridicule this group
of people. You are probably thinking
now, "Who could it be that is still hated
so much?" The answer is people of differing sexual orientations.
·
The term, sexual orientation, is traditionally identified with three select
groups: gays, lesbians and bisexuals.
Would it surprise you to learn that every
single person reading this article is
included in this group? The truth is, sexual orientation includes persons that are
heterosexual, bisexual, homosexual,
transgender, asexual, autosexual, questioning or any other possible sexual orientation you could possibly conceive.
It can be shocking to some people to
think they would be grouped together
with gays and lesbians, but I would urge
everyone to think about it in a different
way.
For example, if you enroll in a class at
Murray State and your professor is of a

to jim ...

Statem en t of Affirmative Action and Equal Opportunity
Murray State University does
not discriminate on the basis of
race. color, national origin, sex,
religion, marital status, age, or disability in employment, admission
or the provision of services, educational programs and activities,
and provides upon request, reasonable accommodation including

auxiliary aids and services necessary to afford individuals with disabilities an equal opportunity to
participate in all programs and
activities. For more information
regarding nondiscrimination policies, contact the Office of Equal
Opportunity (270) 809-3144 or
(270) 809-33ll.
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different sexual orientation than you are
and discriminates against you because of
your sexual orientation, nothing can be
done about it.
Under the current non-discrimination
policies at Murray State, sexual orientation is not .recognized as a protected
class. That ties the hands of the Equal
Opportunity office to take actions to protect you. In the long run, the result might
only be a failing grade. but at the same
time, the action the professor took
against you was reprehensible.
Let's look at it from a faculty or staff
member's point of view. Let's say you are
either a staff member or non-tenured
professor and your boss is of a different
sexual orientation than you and places
an unfair workload upon you.
For example, be or she expects you to
teach 20 classes with over 30 people in
each class. Your boss, at the end of the
semester. has you fired because you
could not handle the excessive workload
he placed on you.
What is the reason behind this? Your
boss found your MySpace or Facebook
profile, discovered your sexual orientation and decided to get rid of you
because of it.
Or the boss heard a rumor, with no
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known truth or value, and used that
against you. What can you do? Nothing.
Once again, there is no policy in place to
protect you.
That's where we come in. l am a member of Murray State University Alliance
and chair of a committee formed to work
on getting the policy changed. We are
getting close. The SGA Senate, Staff
Congress, Faculty Senate, Residential
College heads and many others have
already sent letters of support and recommendation to the Board of Regents.
This is where the policy will change. If
you'd like to help us, have any ideas or
would even like to sign the petition to
have this policy changed, e-mail me at
anthony.jones@murraystate.edu or visit
the Alliance Web site and Petition Committee page at murraystatealliance.tripod.com..
The most important thing you can do,
though, is talk about it. Let your friends,
faculty and staff members know bow you
feel about this policy. Word of mouth
carries a lot farther than an article in a
newspaper. It defmitely moves (aster
than the news on the radio and it also
tends to be much more personal and
believable than what they say on the
cable news stations.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
-----~

SGA election provides c:hauc:e
to serve, support student body
Campuswide elections can be
both stressful and fun. As many of
you may know, I ran for SGA secretary this year and was narrowly
defeated.
•
In hindsight, I do not regret any
moment of my campaign. In fact,
it allowed me to meet many individuals.
After hearing of the Virginia
Tech incident, I realized that losing in a school election is not the
end of the world. I still have
amazing friends and classmates
that are alive and healthy and I
praise God for that.
1 was defeated in the race. but
my goals have not been defeated.
I plan to continue to work with
SGA to better our campus.
I wanted to take this opportunity to formally thank the student
body for all of its support this
year and 1 look forward to future
opportunities to serve you.
Jonathan Burdon
Freshman
Murray

Graduation prayer appropriate
for upcoming commencemen t
I was a part of the December
commencement at Murray State
and I wish there would have been
prayer at my graduation.
1 am very thankful that this
issue was not overlooked and that
prayer has been reinstated for
future graduations.

I would like to say thank you to

all the individuals who went out
of their way to bring this matter
to the attention of the public.
Prayer is very important to many
people. Thank you Murray State
for covering this story.
Bill Burnett
Alumnus
Murray

Pastor thankful for students'
faith at Murray State
I am blessed when I walk onto
Murray State's campus by what I
hear in the Curris Center.
I can hear the voices of young
people praying. The Christ
Ambassadors were having their
daily prayer meeting.
I walked to the place where
they were and bowed my bead
and thanked God that there were
young people who believed in
God and prayer.
What happened at Virginia
Tech can happen anywhere, but
according to the Bible in 2 Chronicles 7:14, God gives the answer
for a nation that will humble itself
and pray.
God has given me the opportunity to teach the Bible to some
South Korean students and 1 find
them to be some of the best young
people I have ever known.
I know there are some students,
as well as some of the faculty,
who do not believe in God or
prayer and they have a .right to
that choice, but I choose to

believe in Jesus and prayer.
Thank you, Murray State, for
the freedom you give us to exercise that right.
I was a chaplin for the Racer
football team when Frank Beamer
was here and now he is the head
coach for Virginia Tech. I know
he believes in prayer and wants
us to pray for them.
I am sure that those of us who
fear God are praying that God will
keep Murray State safe and help
the University continue excellence. May God bless and keep
you safe.
Don Farmer
Nonstudent
Mayfield, Ky.

More guns do not equal mor e
gun violence in other countries
James Washburn's commentary
in the April 20 edition of The
Murray State News is not sup-·
ported empirically within a civilian context at any conceivable
level of aggregation. Globally,
there is no statistically observable
correlation between reported
civilian gun-stock levels or the
restrictiveness of gun control policy on the one hand and criminal
gun violence on the other.
Israel and Switzerland report
relatively high civilian frrearm
ownership levels but historically
low levels of interpersonal gun
violence.
Mexico, on the other hand,
reports very low levels of civilian

firearm ownership, according to
official records, but correspondingly high rates of lethal interpersonal gun violence.
Massachusetts and Maryland, as
state level examples, both have
some of the most restrictive gun
polices in the nation, yet many of
their internal jurisdictions, like
Boston and Baltimore, consistently report some of the highest
national interpersonal violent
crime rates; including homicide.
Washington, D.C., as a city-level
example, reports homicide rates
in tbe top five of all U.S. cities
annUally but had, until just
recently, the single most restrictive gun policy, the "D.C. gun
ban," of any municipality in the
U.S. Similarly, there is no corresponding relationship between
regional civilian gun-levels and
rates of lethal interpersonal violence.
Moreover, if Washburn was
correct in his assumption that
more-guns per capita equals more
deadly gun violence, Murray
would be one of the most dangerous places to live on the entire
planet, whereas places like
Detroit and Washington, D.C.
would be the safest. But neither is
even remotely true.
"For every complex problem,
there is an answer that is simple,
neat and wrong" (R.L. Mencken).
Jim La Valle
Professor of Sociology
Murray
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Cartoonists needed
for 2007·2008 academic year

Come fill out an application
at The Murray State News
in 111 Wilson Hall.
·----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~--------4

Take a look through
the theater listings and
blockbuster charts and
you'll see a wide variety of genres in cinema
today.
Romance, comedy,
suspense, action, fantasy - they're all out
there and they've all
been done hundreds of
times by decades of
directors.
But every now and
then comes along a
Jim
movie that redefines
Burch
the big screen and
changes the way people
view motion pictures.
Again, lots of those movies out there,
but usually they are broken down by what
makes the movie so unique or different
from all the others.
When "The Matrix" his theaters in 1999,
people's minds were blown away because
the movie presented a concept that no one
had ever seen or beard before.
But like all other originators before it,
"The Matrix" was defined by Its content
and not necessarily the audience it captivated.
The movie I'm talking about is about to
celebrate its 30th anniversary and is one of
the only record breaking fllms, to my
knowledge, that appeals to virtually everyone who considers themselves a "movie
buff."
I'm talking about "Star Wars."
No other movie in the history of filin has
appealed to such a large number of both
nerds and non-nerds.
I can't say nerds and jocks. because not
all non-nerds are necessarily jocks, and, to
be fair, not all non-jocks are nerds either.
I don't like using the derogatory title,
but if you had to split the world into two
groups, let's just call them nerds and nonnerds for the sake of this argument.
There are three kinds of people when it
comes to an opinion of "Star Wars": people who like it, people who obsess over it,
and people who refuse to give the movie a
chance because they're "above it."
The latter of that list can be compared
to egotistical English majors who refuse to
read "The Da Vinci Code" because it's just
too mainstream for them.
I have yet to meet someone in my life
that actually sat down to watch "Star
Wars" and said they hated it. Just like I've
never met someone who read "The Da
Vinci Code" and finished it with a good
impression.
I had a friend who spent his entire life
refusing to see "Star Wars" because he
didn't think of himself as a nerd and
thought that watching the movie would
compromise his dignity.
One day he watched "Star Wars: A New
Hope" and flew threw through all five
sequels and prequels in three days.
The great thing about this movie is that
you don't have to be any type a person to
enjoy it. "Star Wars" is one of my favorite
movies and I don't consider myself any
sort of nerd or even non-nerd. I like "Die
Hard." "Field of Dreams," "Old School,"
"Star Wars" - movies that regular guys
love.
Now, "Star Trek" is another story altogether. You'll never find a "Trekie" renting a sports title like "Hoosiers," and you'll
never fmd a sports fanatic watching
William Shatner give orders aboard the
U.S.S. Enterprise.
I think "Star Wars" is so appealing
because it contains so many elements that
appeal to everyone.
If you're a nerd, you love the sci-fl.
aspects of X-Wing fighters and the raw
power of the Death Star.
If you're an action guru, you can appreciate the choreography that goe~ into the
epic light saber duels.
If you're a sucker for romance, or a girl,
you'll be mesmerized by the attraction
between bad boy Han Solo and Princess
Lela.
If you're an anthropologist, you wonder
bow the Ewok civilization operates in harmony on the forest moon of Endor.
I could go on and on about why so many
people across the country and around the
world are so into this movie.
Whether it's dressing up like a Storm
Trooper for the opening of "Episode III"
or just putting in the DVD back home,
there's something about "Star Wars" that
can appeal to almost anyone.
So if you're one of the few that's too
cool for school and thinks giving the
movie a chance might harm your reputation among the popular kids, they're probably watching it anyway.

Jim Burch is the opm10n editor for The
Murray State News. He can be reached at
james.burch@murraystate.edu.
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Music professor
accepts college
head position

VIRGINIA TECH MASSACRE

Director discusses bullying
to go for help. His life has
been our inspiration. Preventing and stopping bullying in
all environments is our mission and calling."
Beane said although many
victims of bullying do not
become violent, there is
always the possibility that
some victiins might later
show violent tendencies.
"Seung-Hui Cho was said to
have been bullied in high
school," Beane said. "This
information has been minimized by the news coverage.
"The right questions are
being asked, but the guests on
the news shows are not
experts on bullying and they
have not fully answered the
questions.
"The fact that this boy was
bullied must not continue to
be minimized. I believe there
is a possibility that bullying
contributed to his state of
mind. It is'pretty obvious he
was ill. Perhaps bullying
enhanced his illness and
pushed him over the edge ...
Even if he wasn't bullied in
college, the fact he was unstable and perhaps has faced
years of rejection, may have

A.maDda Crider
Staff writer
After the Virginia Tech
massacre, reports began to
circulate that shoote r SeungHui Cho was bullied by his
classmates during hlgh school.
These reports have led to
conjectures that bullying
could have been one of the
underlying issues leading to
the mass shooting.
·
Founder and President of
Bully Free Systems, LLC and
former Special Education Professor at Murray State, Allan
Beane, bas dedicated years of
his life to the prevention of
bullying by writing books, giving speaking tours and making
television appearances related
to the subject.
"Our son, Curtis, was bullied in seventh grade and in
high school," Beane said. "Bullying contributed to his
depression and anxiety and
his need to tum to drugs at the
age of 23. He took metb to
release the pain of mistreatment and it killed him. He did
not commit suicide. He had
hls car keys in his band, trying

magnified any form of rejection or degrading while he
was in college. I feel the bullying he experienced may
have helped create a mix of
toxic emotions and thoughts
that pushed him over the
edge."
In an attempt for Murray
State to prevent an incident
similar to the one at Virginia
Tech, all faculty were
informed of the symptoms
associated with mental distress by e-maU.
The list included dramatic
decline of academic performance, paranoid statements
and passive suicidal statements.
Bill Allbritten, Director of
the Center for Counseling and
Testing, said his office is
available for anyone who
wishes to report bullying on
campus.
"We don't see many students report it as a primary
concern, not like you would in
an elementary or secondary
school," Allbritten said. "That
individual needs to develop
some strategies about how to
deal with it and raise their
self-esteem."

Juliana Patterson, sophomore from Cadiz, Ky., said
although she knows bullying
exists during college, the
majority of lt happens earlier
in life.
'1n most cases. it starts in
middle school," Patterson
said. "In middle school people
are meaner and cliquey. It
gets better in high school,
though."
Allan Beane said reporting
the incident is the most
important thing to remember
when bullying is the issue.
"If you arc being bullied or
you know someone who is
bullied, report it to the appropriate officials," Beane said.
"If action is not taken, report
it again to someone else. Document everything: who, what.
when and where, ... Bullying
occurs on all campuses, elementary, middle, high school
and college, and needs to be
addressed. There must be
open communication about its
existence. Then, there must
be a systematic effort to rid
campuses of the problem."
Amanda Crider can be
reached at amanda.crider@
mun-aystate.edu

Ashley Edwards
Assistant College Life Editor

Opening date for Curris Center elevator soon
Clayton Vertlees
Contributing writer
Many see the Curtis Center's new glassfaced elevator as an exciting cosmetic
step forward for Murray State.
But the most impressive aspect of the
new elevator is the level of accessibility it
will bring to students and visitors.
Kim Oatman, director of facilit ies
design and construction, says the need for
the addition originated from the old elevator's inability to meet minimal size regulations. In order to provide handicap
accessibility, a minimum width requirement of 60 inches is required, a requirement the old elevator did not meet.
.:In the '80's there were vague require-

ments and the elevator was made too
small ... about two feet short in one direction," Oatman said.
While the new elevator is a step forward, the addition was not cheap, and collecting necessary funds was one of the
most time consuming aspects of the project, Oatman said.
Despite the high cost, the building's
high usage made the improvement
unavoidable.
• ""The delay was years and years ago and
involved issues with funding for the project," Oatman said. "Since Sept 7, 2006,
the elevator bas been right on schedule."
In order to reduce cost, the elevator
was built in the atrium area, eliminating
the need to cut through pre-existing waUs.
The elevator's April completion dead-

line was reached when the project was
found to be in good working order. Oatman said the project is progressing
smoothly and the elevator should be open
to the public May 7
Although the addition's state-of-the-art
glass front is impressive, Oatman also said
he appreciates the convenience the elevator will offer students and visitors during
some of the Curris Center's larger events.
Student Life and Curris Center Director
Jim Baurer also expressed excitement
about the increased convenience the new
elevator will offer.
Said Baurer: "The elevatO( will definitely improve student flow between the
three floors of the Curris Center."
Clayton Vertrees can be reached at
james. vertrees@murraystate.edu.
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The search is over for a new
Regents College Head.
Richard Scott, Associate
Professor for the Music
Department, accepted the
position earlier this week and
said he was looking forward
to his new position.
"I'm excited about it," Scott
said. "It's going to be a new
experience for me."
Scott began looking into the
position of college bead
before Christmas break when
the availability of the position
was first announced.
Scott said he knew several
college heads and he spoke
with them over the break and
asked questions about the
position
to
determine
whether or not the positionOwould be something he
would be interested in. He
also visited severaJ of the residential colleges.
Scott said to apply he bad to
fill out an application, submit
a resume and write an essay.
"It was a very thorough
process,'' Scott said.
Scott said he chose to apply
for the college head of
Regents because the students
and faculty there were very
nice. He also said he likes the
facilities, the number of international students and its proximity to the music department
buildings.
Scott has been preparing for
his new role by attending several of the Residential College
Council meetings and residential college events, and has
been talking with students.
"The more involved in the
transition period, the more
the j9b is unveiling itself lo
me,'' Scott said.
Scott said as college head he
hopes to maintain the already
established programs within

Regents and focus on increasing communication between
residential students, commuter students and faculty.
"I'm taking notes and trying
to figure things out as much as
possible," Scott said.
Every residential college is
also trying to integrate academics into the residential college environment, Scott said.
Next semester each college
will offer a course taught in
the college by a faculty from
that college.
Don Robertson, Vice President of Student Affairs, said
there are several responsibilities that come with the position of college head.
"Their chief roles are to
serve as an ombudsmen for
the students and the college,
an advocate to students.
someone students can go to if
they have issues or concerns,''
Robertson said.
Robertson said college
heads are also in charge of
advising the Residential College Council and coordinating
First Year Leaders.
Students in Regents are
excited about having Scott as
the:: new college head.
Lindsay Delaney, senior
from Hopkinsville, Ky., said
she is excited about the new
ideas Scott will bring.
"I think it will be good for
Regents because they have
bad the same college bead for
seven years and change is
good," Delaney said.
"He has good ideas on how
to get internationaJ students
involved, which will create
more
diversity
within
Regents."
Said Delaney: "He wants to
try and make a difference
within Regents and that's
obvious already with his participation so far."
Ashley Edwards can be
reached at ashleyb.edwards@
murraystate.edu.

Psst... Want to Hear
So~nething New?
Check US Out-

Online a-t WKMS.org
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Weeknights 7 to 9 pm
~t'~{~·
(worldcafe.org)

The World Cafe, with host David Dye, serves up an eclectic
mix of blues, rock, world, folk, and alternative country w ith
live performances and interviews w ith celebrated and
emerging artists.

PARENTS HAVE A
LOT OF RULES.

Soul Flight
Fridays 11 pm to Midnight
A lively, insightful mix of music, news, views and
interview s reflecting the local and nation al
African American community.
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Well, now that you're old
enough to start making
your own rules, come check
out living at Murray Place,
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the Edge

Saturday Ntghts from 11 pm to 1 am

COME CHECIC OUT OUR AMENinESI

From Folk and pop to alt-county and indie rock, BTE
covers a full range of the finest alternative music.

We're conveniently located.
Affordable. Popular with the
students. And, since It's your
furniture, we could give a dang
If you put your fH t on lt.

• Spalidlng swimming pool
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The Indie Connection
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•Water
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• Electric (c.tp)
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MSU's John Gibson showcases both bands far & wide,
along with "local bands" from the Fou r Rivers Region.

• Ctubhousl

1700 Lowes Dr.
Murray, KY 42071

• Fitness center
•Computer lab

Sounds Acoustic
Sundays at Midnight

I

MSU's Katie Villanueva & Murray High's Austin Carter
present a musical collage of "unplugged" performances
b y diverse artists incluaing Ray Charles, john Lennon,
Pink Floyd & Bob Dylan.
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Presidents trade places
Emlly W ucbner
News Editor
At the end of the academic year
when Eric King takes over as president of the Student Government
Association, he knows former president Scott Ellison is only a phone call
~way.

"I'll definitely have Scott Ellison on
my speed dial," King, junior from
Calhoun, Ky., said.
And Ellison doesn't mind.
"I think every president has told
their successor that you can call them
for anything, and I've already told
Eric that," Ellison. graduate student
from St. Charles, Mo., said.
King. who was elected by the student body as SGA president on April
18, said he is glad clections and campaigns are over.
"I feel now we can focus on the
progress we want to make with the
student body," King said. 'This is
basically where we lay our founda·
tion, our goals. We lay out the ta.'ik
that we want to do, Now that every-

thing is over, we're basically keeping
our eye on the ball and moving forward as an organization."
King said he expects many challenges, including relating to students
and faculty, and getting to know the
new senators.
"One of the hardest things I believe
1 have to do is just relate to the senate but 1 look forward to, at the same
time, just getting to know my senate,
getting to know them on a personal
level so we can be able to work
together to get stuff accomplished.''
King said.
Another challenge King said he has
to face is serving as student liaison to
the Board of Regents. While he will
not be sworn into the Board until the
summer, King said be plans to attend
the next meeting.
"'t's great to have someone with a
new pair of eyes just to see things
other eyes may not have seen previ·
ously," King said.
Over the summer, King said members of SGA will attend and speak at
Summer Orientation sessions and the
executive council will go to the Ken-

tuclcy Leadership Academy. King also
plans to reorganize the SGA office
and make it "student-friendly".
While he is prepared to assume the
position. King said he is still nervous
because he is not sure what to expect.
"I'm kind of nervous going into it
but I'm also looking forward to the
experience because I've wanted this
for the longest time and right now
I'm looking forward to moving SGA
forward," King said.
But Scott Ellison said King will be
an effective leader for SGA.
"This whole year, as being my secretary, [ think he's gotten a really
good idea about what the position's
about," Ellison said. "I think he's got a
pretty good idea of what the role is
and what he needs to do."
Ellison. who was president for two
years. said he decided not to run for
re-election because much was
accomplished while he was president.
"1 felt it was time to step down and
let somebody else take over the role
and take advantage of it because it is
a great opportunity for a student to

Elaine Kight/Thl• New)

Stott Ellison, right, passes the SGAgavel to newpresident Eric Ki119 duri119 the Jlleftin9 Wednesday nivht. Vice
Presiclent Pllilip DuYentre looks on.
what I imagined it!'
be able to come into this position, be
able to make a positive difference on
Ellison will still be on the Board of
campus," Ellison said.
Regents during the next meeting;
however, he will not be present
He said the position was not what
he expected when he was elected
because he wiU be studying in China.
especially his rc$ponsibility serving
Though the job was, at times, diffi.
on the Board of Regents.
cult, Ellison said the job has also been
enjoyable because of the people he
"When l went into it I had really no
idea," Ellison said. "I thought I knew
met and worked with. He said he will
still participate in SGA activities next
what l was getting into but really
there's so much more that goes into it
year.
that I wasn't expecting, like my role
Emily Wuchner can be reached at
on the Board of Regents wasn't really
emily.wuchner@mu"aystate.edu.

Banquet honors volunteers, organizations
Whitney Harrod
Contributing Writer
The third-annual Student's
Awards Banquet took place
Wednesday in the Curris Center
Ballroom.
Nominated groups and individu·
als, along with Vice President of
Student Affairs Don Robertson,
attended the event, acknowledging
the achievements of students and
faculty.
Organizer of the Studenr's
Awards Banquet Renita Avery has
been preparing for the event for
several months.
"The purpose of awards night is
to recognize the commitment of
Murray's outstanding student leaders. advisers. and organizations that
have made a significant impact on
campus:· Avery said.
Organizations nominated certain

groups they felt embodied the criteria of the award. A panel of judges
decided the winners from each of
the 10 categories.
Recognitions included the Outstanding Community Service
Award, Most Improved New Stu·
dent Organization, and the Racer
Hero Award, which chooses an out·
standing advisor.
Jason Pitman received the Racer
Hero Award, and the Agriculture
Leadership Council received the
Outstanding Community Service
Award.
"We're really excited that we got
recognized," President Haley Millwood, senior from Knoxville, Ky.,
said. "Everybody put a lot of work
and effort into it."
The Agriculture Leadership
Council was recognized for its "Fall
on the Farm" event. This event consists of bands-on activities that help
introduce children to farm life.

Children interact with a corn maze,
learn from the soybean organization and witness milking cows.
"Between 150 and 200 students
show up to help. Two to five
months of planning begins in the
summer," Millwood said.
Nominated groups for Outstanding Community Service included
the Korean Student Association,
Phi Kappa Tau, Student Athletic
Advisor Council and Alpha Omicron Pi.
The Newman House, a Catholicrun student organization, received
the award for the Most Improved
Student Organization.
"Officers have worked exceptionally hard to reach freshmen and
members of Murray to be involved
in activities that Newman House
has offered," President Brendan
McKenzie, junior from Louisville,
Ky., said.
The participation of daily masses

and the number of activities has
greatly increased from last year, he
said. The group is actively involved
in Parish School Religion for grades
nine to 12.
"For fundraising, we have raised
over $8,000 this year compared to
$2,000 last year," McKenzie said.
"We also contribute Newman
House's success to new officers,
and sending 21 people on mission
trips this year, versus 11 people last
year,"
Other nominated groups for the
Most Improved Student Organiza·
tion included the Student Ambassadors and the Student leadership
Council.
Judges based their decisions
based on the groups' progression
throughout the year.
The Volunteer of the Year Award
went to Cecelia Gerard.
Whitney Harrod can be reached at
whitney.ha"od@murraystate.edu.

International students complete survey regarding campus ~atisfaction·
Zhonghai Zhe ng
Contributing writer
International s tudents are
,slightly satisfied with the con'ditions and services of Murray State, according to two
recent interrelated surveys
conducted by a small group of
Murray State students.
Seven students in the marketing research class administered a general satisfaction
survey and were able to colicct 127 valid questionnajres.
Graduate students in the
global marketing manage::ent class did a retention sur:vey, collecting 72 ballots, giv·ng the two groups a total of
~99 surveys. As of 2006. the
international
enrollment
stood at 336.
The satbfaction survey
employed open-ended qucs·

tions and measured student's
responses using a 7-point Likert scale with higher values
corresponding to a higher
degree of satisfaction.
The survey results indicate
that safety ranks highest, with
an average score of 6.1, fol·
lowed by help from profes·
sors scoring 55 points.
The help from international
student organizations ranks
lowest 4.5 points, slightly
higher than neutral. The
remaining scores cluster
around five.
Emerad Farrar, senior from
Paris, Tenn., and student
leader of the satisfaction survey, said international student organizations are not
making themselves as available as they should be.
"Not a lot of people knew
about it, when they met and
what they did. I assume that

an international student organization would be the go-to
place when they've got problems." she said.
Even though some of the
surveyed students agreed
with the statement that Murray State is a second home,
they posed some problems
they have encountered, Farrar
said.
"Transportation is far off,"
Farrar said. "It is not easy to
get necessities. <International
students) have to fmd someone who has a car.lt is hard to
find the food they are used to
or basic ingredients. Also,
cultural shock - it is not easy
to get used to different cultures," she said.
The survey shows that
international students are
slightly more satisfied with
their academic experiences
than their opportunities of

interaction with the universi·
ty community and local community.
"Statistically, they are relatively neutral with whether
they are satisfied or dissatisfied with their involvement in
the activities of the university
community and local commu·
nity," international Studies
Advisory Committee Chair,
Fred Miller said. ·•we did
expect bigger discrepancy
between university and local
community. Still both of those
are the areas we need to
improve,n
Because out-of-state tuition
is high, Miller said the retention survey suggests international students would wei·
come financial assistance and
substantial across-the·board
reduction in tuition.
The two international sur·
veys were introduced by the

international s tudent reten·
tion committee, co-chaired by
Don Robertson, vice president of student affairs, and
Michael Jordan, associate
professor of industrial and
engineering technology. The
committee is one of the oper·
ating units of the internation·
al studies advisory committee.
The results and informa·
tion will be included in the
retention committee's recom·
mendations, which consist of
14 separate action steps to
improve the performance of
various areas, including finan·
cial assistance. transportation, career services, food services. communication, and
interaction with the campus
and local communities.
"All of the factors will allow
us to move more actively to
balance the satisfaction that

international students curr ently have with their academic programs with a similar
satisfaction with their social
and cultural environment,"
Miller said.
"The fmancial aid program
might be coupled with a
short-term work obligation
on campus, allowing international students to compete
more favorably for a wide
range of positions on campus
than they do now," said
Miller. "Work-study obligations not only increase the
opportunities of financial
assistance but also the opportunities of social interactions
with fellow student workers
and different departments
and units. We can improve
the sense of community."
Zhonghai Zheng can be
reached at zhonghai.zheng@
mu"aystate.edu.

Senate Chair Applications
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Judicial Board Applications

Flexible Hours & GREAT PAY/I
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Route Delivery for Local Area

$9.00 - $13.00 Hour

800-247-7971
Located in Paducah, Ky
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photo by Fred Mullane, Camerawork USA, Inc.

University President Randy Dunn talks with faculty members in front of Lovett Auditorium Friday. Dunn was Inaugurated as Murray State's nth president in front of faculty, staff and students.

President highlights future
plans during inauguration
Staff Report

courtesy of Cinrli Cripps

In front of a crowd of faculty. staff and stu·
dents, Randy Dunn was inaugurated as Murray State's llrh president April 20.
During his speech. Dunn discussed the
importance of the material symbols of the
University such as the medallion, shield,
mace and Alma Mater.
"Each person here today is a symbol ... of all
Murray State has been and will become,"
Dunn said in his speech.
Dunn also expressed his gratitude to the
Board of Regent's for hiring him.
He said his three key focuses during his
presidency are excellence, community and
partnership. Dunn plans to expand interna·
tional relations and increase diversity across
the campus.
"Outreach may be the best way to describe
my presidency to come," Dunn said.
The• inauguration was held April 20 in
Lovett Auditorium.
Members of the Board of Regents, officials
frpm other universities and some of Dunn's
family members were also present.

photo by

Fr~d

Mullane, Camerawork USA, Inc,

(top left) Dunn takes the podium as the crowd reCO(Jnlzes him as president. (bot·
tom left) Faculty members line up in front of Lovett Auditorium. (above) Dunn
addresses the crowd.
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MURRAY STATE WOMEN'S TENNIS. 2007 OVC CHAMPIONS

After three years
of almosts, seniors
claim OVC title

photos courtesy of Kevin Britton

(Above) Lynsey Bochenek leaps Into the arms of doubles partner Angela
McGahee following the Racers' title match over Samford.
(Right) The team douses head coach Connie Keasling after the Racers'
clinched Keasling's fifth OVC title during her tenure at Murray State.

Racers avenge early loss, beat Samford.
AutumnBoaz
Editor-in-chief
It was a long wait for an
Ohio Valley Conference title.
And when the conference
championship women's tennis match finally got underway, the wait got even longer.
After getting a bye in the
first round of tournament
play and knocking off Eastern
: Illinois in the second round,
Murray State was paired
against Samford to fight for
its flrst OVC title in three
years.
The Racers opened Saturday with two wins in doubles
play, allowing Murray State
to secure the flrst point of the
match - the doubles point.
Because the team was able to
notch the doubles point, the

Racers needed only three
wins in singles play to secure
the title.
Senior Anna Lask and
freshman Angela McGahee
quickly gave the Racers the
advantage, winning their
matches in straight sets and
putting the Racers ahead H,
leaving them only one single's
victory shy of an OVC championship.
With four singles matches
still in progress, the wait for a
win became nearly unbearable for fellow teammates,
friends and family members
who were dispersed among
the four remaining active
courts.
Being the first Racer to finish her singles match, Anna
Lask spent the end of the day
pacing between courts, wait-

ing for one of her three fellow
Racers to defeat a Samford
opponent.
"I couldn't believe it," Anna
Lask said after the match. "I
had butterflies in my stomach. I had faith in everybody,
but I was so nervous and I
just wanted to get that (last)
wm."
The focus of the crowd
turned to No. 2 singles player
R.achael Lask, when the score
leaned in favor of Murray
State iii the third and fmal set
on court two.
Rachael Lask secured her
first set 6-2, but fell in the second set 4-6 to Samford's Katie
McMiller. With the conference title hinging on her performance, Rachael defeated
McMiller 6-2 in the third set,
giving Murray State its fourth

.

win of the day, subsequently
securing its ninth OVC title
with a score of 4-1 and picking
up an automatic bid to the
NCAA tournament.
"I knew (the match) was
coming close," Rachael Lask
said after the Racer's victory.
"I knew I wanted it real bad I just wanted to do it"
Rachael Lask's win puts her
in second place on Murray
State's combined singles and
doubles wins list with 187 victories. Twin sister Anna Lask
is No.1 in the category.
Singles matches by Casady
Pruitt in the No. 3 spot and
Lyndsay Ottosen in the No.6
spot were left unftnished
after the automatic Racer victory.

see nRE, 3B

Senior Rachaet Lask pumps her fist In celebration of the Racers' title.

COLLEGIATE TRIATHLON CHAMPIONSHIPS

Sophomore places in top 20 percent at nationals
Tommy Dillard
Sports Editor

Elaine KighvThe

New~

Sophomore Andrew Beckman trains for the bicycling portion of the triathlon.

philosophical ideas of French
author Voltaire. "It means that
every day you've got to do someAndrew Beckman may be
thing, solve something, work
known to fellow students as Murtoward something even though
ray State's ironman, but talk to
you know you'll never be the best
the sophomore Lbuisville t.ative· ' at !t ... You just always want to be
and you'll soon learn he's also an
working toward something.
English major.
"There's been times when I've
Beckman, who became the first
thought, 'Why am I doing this?'
Murray State student to compete
because it does take a lot out of
in the National Collegiate
you, but I think it always comes
Triathlon Championships last
down to self-satisfaction and the
weekend, allows his academic
feeling of achievement."
background to shine through
Beckman can feel free to bask
when talking about his motivain that feeling of achievement
tion.
after finishing seventh out of 54
"Cultivating your garden,"
competitors in the alumni diviBeckman said, referencing the
sion at the championships, held

Saturday in Tuscaloosa, Ala.
Though he is a sophomore at
Murray State, Beckman was
forced to compete as an alumnus
due to a registration timing issue,
faculty sponsor Randy Keller
said. But his time of 2 hours, 8
minutes and 37 seconds was good
enough to place him in the top 20
percent of male college athletes.
Competing in the collegiate
championships was the fulfillment of a dream postponed for
Beckman. who bad planned to
take part in the event last year but
discontinued those plans when
the championships, which were

see TRIATHLON, 2B

:The Sports Line•••
TV Events

Murray State Events

Tonight: ESPN @ 7 p.m.
NBA Playoffs
Bulls at Heat; Game 3

Saturday: ESPN @ 11 a.m.
NFL Football
NFL Draft

Today: Track@ TBA
Clarksville, Tenn.
Austin Peay Invitational

Saturday: Rowing @ 8 a.m.
Oklahoma City, Okla.
Midwest Collegiate Championships

Saturday: FOX @ 2;30 p.m.
MLB Baseball
Cubs at Cardinals

Sunday: FOX @ 12:30 p.m.
NASCAR
Talladega 500

Saturday: Baseball @ 1 p.m. (DH)
Reagan Field
Tennessee Tech at Murray State

Sunday: Baseball @ 1 p.m.
Reagan Field
Tennessee Tech at Murray State
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·Cross stays
· with Racers
~as assistant Offense, defense battle

Rite of spring

If there is anyone out 'there who loves
Murray State more than Rob Cross. I'd
1ike to meet him.
Cross, who just completed his 12th sea•son as an assistant women's basketball
coach at Murray State, entered this week
·with a tough decision to make.
You see, Cross. who ..-----..,..,,_....~
had just been passed
up for another promotioQ in favor of a starry~ed top assistant
ffeJa elsewhere, had a
heat! coaching offer
ltlr~~ on the table
from ~cy University, a small Division
ll 1{cbool in Illinois.
: =tlewind one month.
EGfmer Racer head
~ch Joi Felton had
jOsr accepted a positl6D at Central Florida after guiding her
Sports Editor
team to a secondplace finish in the OVC. To many, Cross
seemed the natural choice to succeed her
at the helm of the program he had been so
loyal to for so long.
• It )ust seemed to make sense. Cross had
been at Murray State through thick and
thin, through the Eddie Fields era, which,
so I hear, was much less glamorous than
'the Joi Felton era. The rotten years, you
might say. But Cross stuck with the Racers and when Felton was hired, he served
as a pivotal source of continuity and a
familiar face for players.
As a Felton assistant, he manned the
bench for several games this winter when
Felton was ill. He handled all media
requests for Felton's program for an even
longer period of time, when the former
coach just didn't feel up to the task. So it
just seemed natural that all these things
. would serve to ease Cross into the head
coaching position.
• · But on Aprill7. we found out that was
not' the case at all. Jody Adams. an assistant from Southern Illinois, was
announced as the next women's basket"billl coach at Murray State, leaving Cross
wondering what his next move would be.
No one at Murray State could have
blamed Cross had he flown coup. After
aO, it was pretty clear that Cross didn't fit
into the athletic department's plans for
the future of the women's basketball program in a head coaching capacity.
' So Cross began to explore other
·options. He interviewed at Quincy and
was consequently offered the job, but
'ttinied it down in a move that was probably not expected by anyone other than
Cross himself.
"I appreciate the opportunity given to
me by Quincy's athletics director, Pat
Atwell, and president, David Schacht·
sielC," Cross said in a press release.
"Although it was a wonderful opportunity' to take over a successful program, my
heart led me to stay at Murray State."
· Wow. While I think Jody Adams will
iitake a fine head coach and continue the
.upward mobility of the women's pro-gram, I can't help but wonder why in the
world the job wasn't offered to Cross.
I've said it before and I'll say it again, if
,we ever want to be in a position where
we're not hiring a new coach in each
major sport every three years, we need to
look for someone who has a vested interest in Murray State, someone who sees
tiur University as more than just a stepping stone to something better.
Rob Cross is the definition of that.
. :··with Adams, she'll enjoy some success
bete and then move on to the next big
thing. I hope I'm wrong, but she said so
he.:self.
•· ·..I knew this was the right place for me
start my head coaching career as a
Lady Racer," Adams said in her introductory press conference.
I'm glad she feels that way and I wish
her nothing but success here. and perhaps
I see the world through gold-colored
glasses when it comes to things like this,
but next time I'd like someone who would
say that Murray State is the right place
for him or her to build or finish a coaching career. Don't we deserve that?
As for Cross, he'll remain at Murray
State and once again serve to bridge the
gap between coaching staff.c;. He'll be a
familiar face for the players be cares so
much about And maybe next time, just
maybe, all this waiting will pay off for a
true man of Murray State.

to

Tommy Dillard is the sports editor at The
Murray State News. E-mail comments to
thomas.diUard@murraystate.edu.

in annual contest
Tommy DUiard
Sports Editor
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A quick glance at the
score, ~. of Saturday's
Spring Game might suggest
the contest, matching the
offense against the defense,
was somewhat lopsided.
Not so, said head coach
Matt Griffm.
"A lot of people have
commented to me the last
couple of days about the
number of points scored,
but I don't think that was a
lack of defense at all." Grif·
fin said Wednesday. "I
think it was the fact that we
gave the offense four or
five fourth-down opportunities that in a true game
situation, I don't think I
would aave given them."
Out of the 14 possessions,
the offense scored seven
times while the defense
held seven times, a statistic
Griffin said reflects more
accurately the balance of
the contest.
Early on, it was the
offense that stole the show,
as running back Charlie
Jordan rattled off a 65-yard
touchdown run on the ftrst
play from scrimmage.
Jordan carried 13 times
for 151 yards, averaging a
whopping 11.6 yards per
carry, capping off what has
been a solid sophomore
spring for the back who led

all Murray State rushers
last season as a freshman.
"Charlie's gotten better
each day of spring." Griffin
said, '1 think be practiced
this spring like a guy with 11
starts under his belt should.
He played with more confidence and more poise. He
and (sophomore linebacker) Tamar Butler are
reaUy the catalysts for our
team. They're guys that
other players cravitate to.
"They set a tone for us.
Friday's practice was a very
dull practice for us and
Charlie was sick for it and I
think that had something to
do with it."
The offense struck again
later in the first quarter
when redshirt freshman
quarterback Jeff Ehthardt
found Rod Harper for a 22yard touchdown pass.
Ehrhardt stood out
among all Racer quarterbacks in the spring game,
throwing for 129 yards and
three touchdowns while
completing 9 of 15 passes.
Griffm said he has been
impressed with Ehrhardt's
performance and that the
starting quarterback job is
very much up in the air.
"Each day he cune out
prepared and improved, as
did Zach (Barnard) and
Chris (Franklin) and Nico
(Yantko)," Griffin said.
"That job's wide open.

•

We've got a guy we invested nine starts in in Zach
Barnard, who is more than
capable of doing the job.
This summer will be the
tell-tale for all those guys
and really determine the
guy who plays."
Barnard took over the
starting job as a freshman
early last season and
showed promise as the
Racers' signal caller of the
future. Like Ehrhardt,
Franklin is a redshirt freshman, while Yantko is a
sophomore transfer from
Tennessee-Martin.
The second quarter

belooged to the defense as
it held the offense to just a
field goal, stopping the
offense on downs in its last
two possessions of the half.
Jordan accounted for his
second touchdown of the
day early in the third quarter, catching a 30-yard
touchdown pass from
Ehrhardt.
Franklin took over at
quarterback later in the
quarter and guided the
Racers on a 50-yard drive,
capping it off with an ll·
yard touchdown pass to
Derrick Townsel
Townsel caught his sec-

ond touchdown pass on a
3S.yard toss from Barnard
early in the fourth quarter.
Ehrhardt returned to the
game late in the fourth and
engineered the final scori.og drive of the day.
The spring game capped
off a spring schedule that
began March 26 and consisted of 14 practices.
The Racers open their
fall schedule facing in-state
foe Louisville August 30 at
Papa John's Cardinal Stadium.
Tommy Dillard can be
reached at thornas.dillard@
murraystate.edu.

OVC MEN'S GOLF TOURNAMENT

Racers fall short of title, fmish in fourth
Sarah Tlasley
Staff writer

1

After winning more tournaments this season than
ever before, the men's golf
team entertained aspirations of an Ohio Valley
Conference title.
But a bad start in last
weekend's OVC Tournament forced the Racers to
bid that dream adieu. Murray State handed in a
fourth-place finish on
Tuesday when it competed
at the championships held
in Paducah, Ky.
Despite a fourth-place
finish, head coach Eddie
Hunt said he is not pleased
with that result.
"I'm just not satisfied
with our performance," he
said. "We started off bad
and got ourselves into a

hole that we couldn't get
out of. We did better in the
second round, but not good
enough."
The Racers were in seventh after the first round
with a score of 313, before
improving to fourth after
the second round with a
score of 306.
The Racers' poor start
can be partially attributed
to failure to adjust to unfavorable weather conditions, Hunt said.
"We just didn't handle
the (weather1 conditions
well." He said. "It was really windy and we just didn"t
adjust."
Junior Jerry Price finished in the 12th spot out of ·
SO competitors. He had
rounds of 79 and 74 during
the tournament The first
seven holes, he converted

pars, then double-bogeyed
the eighth. He made birdie
on the 16th hole, but
bogeyed the 11th and 18th
boles. He finished 12-overpar with a score of 228.
"Jerry really stepped up
and showed me something," Hunt said. "It's really important for your better
players to play well and
when they don't, the team
suffers for it. Jerry did a
good job of picking up the
slack and had a great
game."
Senior Kyle Landrum finished 20th with rounds of
78, 76 and 79 for a total of
233, while sophomore
Mitchell Moore finished
25th with rounds of 77. 82
and 76 for a total of 235.
Junior Mark Brant came
in 30th place. with a total of
237, and senior Michael

Craft ended the day with a
total of 238.
Jacksonville State was
the champion of the event
with a total score of 884.
They outshot runner-up
Eastern Kentucky by 22
•
shots.
"I knew Jacksonville was
going to be tough," Hunt
said. "They always play
good and they played great
during the tournament.
They just outplayed everyone and deserved to win."
Though Hunt may not be
pleased with the outcome
of the OVC Championships, he's still very
proud of the team's season
play.
"Well, we still had a great
season," he said. "We won
four out of the 12 tournaments we played in this
year and that's something

to be proud of.
'"LOOking through the
records you can see that
only about half a dozen
teams in the whole country
can say that. I'm not
extremely happy with our
performance, but we did
OK. I would have been
extremely disappointed if
we had come in anything
less than fourth though."
Looking ahead to next
season. the team will lose a
valuable player in Michael
Craft, but will retain the
rest of the team. The Racers will also have upcoming
freshman Cameron Carrico
from Owensboro Catholic,
who is ranked as the No. 1
player in the state of Kentucky.
Sarah Tinsley can be
reached at sarah.tinsley@
murraystate.edu.

TRIATHLON
From Pagel
supposed to be held in New
Orleans, were moved to Arizona.
The distance, combined with a
scheduling conflict, was enough to
keep Beckman at home for the
event.
A runner and swimmer in high
school, he began competing in
triathlons at the age of 17, when he
and his father decided to take up
the sport together. The summer
after he graduated high school,
Beckman began regularly competing in small amateur triathlons and started winning.
Previous experience as a member
of the track, cross country and
swim teams made the transition to
triathlon easier for Beckman. and
what he lacked in competitive biking experience, he made up for in a
newfound enthusiasm for the sport.
"Biking has definitely become my
favorite event," he said. "There's
something about it. Even though I

don't enjoy swinuning and running
as much as bildog, I have a background in it and that makes it easier."
Though he is currently the only
member of Murray State's triathlon
club, the Tribreds. Beckman has
found trainiog partners and gained
competitive biking experience by
involving himself with Murray
State's cycling club team, which he
says has helped him tremendously.
"It was those guys, guys like
James Combs and Jeff Viniard, that
helped me improve mountain bikina. gave me a lot of power and
really showed me how to push
myself on the bike... he said.
Beckman also trains with Murray
State swim coach John Griffm and
spent the summer in a training regimen with a doctor in Louisville,
Ky., who helped him learn to better
balance the time he dedicates to
training for each of the three

events.
Though many larger schools
offer full-fledged triathlon teams,
Beckman said he doesn't mind that
Murray State is a relative nobody in
the landscape of collegiate
triathlon. In fact, he relishes the
role.
"Just because I don't go to Cal or
UCLA or Virginia Tech or any of
these huge triathlon schools doesn't mean I can't beat them and that's
one of the things that's fueled me,"
he said.
"l don't have a Murray State jersey and people ask me 'Where are
you from? Are you from Cal, Berkeley, and I tell them Murray State
and they ask 'Where's that?' I tell
them Kentucky and they're like
'Wow, I didn't know you guys wore
shoes.' It's all fun and games, but I
guess it is kind of a school pride
thing."
Beckman is sponsored by Murray
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State- the University pays all ofbls
entry fees, which can sometimes
reach as high as $150.
Though he is not even a week
removed from collegiate championship competition, Beckman will
race again this weekend - twice.
He will compete at the Doc
Spackman Memorial Triathlon at
Southern Wioois University on Saturday and then travel to Cape ·
Girardeau. Mo., for the Steamboat
Triathlon Sunday.
Despite his successes as the lone
triathlete at Murray State, Beckman
says he wouldn't mind having a few
more Murray State students join
him as Tribreds.
"Anyone can do a triathlon." he
said. "Some people think they can't
do it and the swimming scares a lot
of people away, but really, anyone
can do it."
Tommy Dillard can be reached at
thornas.dillard@murraystate.edu.
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Varsity four advances to finals
at Southern Championships

I

,·

onds off to claim the top spot.
Murray State c:tme in sixth in the
fin<IL
West Virginia won the event.
posting a time of 7:37.9. Central
Florida was second, followed by
Cincinnati, Ohio State am,l Northwestern State.
In the B Final, the novice eight
learn finisheu fourth. The varsity
eight also had a fourth place fin·
ish in their B Final.
McLean said he was satisfied
with the team's performance,
especially considering the challenges rhey faced.
"We had to overcome quite a
few things hl:re," he said. "There
were a lot of good teams. Central
Florida is much faster and they're
older. So, they know how to handle this. During one beat we
caught a crab (when the ore gets
stuck in the water) and it was
really hard to come back from
that."
After every match the team has
boat meetings to discus~ the positive and negative aspects of the
race.
"We know our shortcomings."
Mclean said. "We arc .Ill working
to overcome them too. Right now
we're learning to transition our
body rate. We want to go from a
much lower rate to a much higher

Sarah Tlasley
Staff writer
The women's rowing team
advanced to the finals, capping
off a strong showing at the Southern Intercollegiate Rowing Asso·
dation Championships in Oak
Ridge, Tenn., last weekend. The
varsity four team won its preliminary heat to earn them a spot in
the final round.
"We did pretty well," head
coach Bill McLean said. "We
were able to post some of our
best scores and had some personal bests during this match."
The varsity four crew won heat
five with a time of 7 minutes, 53.3
seconds, just 3.7 seconds ahead of
Stetson, who posted a score of
8:01.1.

Jonathan Burris!The News

The rowing team practices on Kentucky lake earlier this year.

Georgia placed third in this
heat, while Clemson came in fifth.
Murray State placed second in
the ABC semifinal round with a
time of 8:14.0.
First place went to Central
Florida, which nabbed a time of
7:51.2.
The
University
of
Charleston followed in third and
was backed up by Texas and
Davidson.
ln the final round, the Racl'rs
improved their time to 8:09.4, but
couldn't quite cut enough sec-

~

~

rate. So, the team wants to do'll
more racing practices."
The team will be focusing on
key aspects of their game to prepare for the Midwest Collegiate
Championships on Saturday.
"We are going to practice hard
on ripples, which are three~
minute series. In the 500 meter,
we want to get our rate up to 3840 strokes. We're also working
on maintaining momentum.
Races are 2,000 meters and we do
really well the frrst half. It's that
last half we need some work on."
Mclean said he looks for Tulsa
and Southern Methodist to be the
biggest challenges they will face
at the Midwest Collegiate Championships.
The Racers' best time is 10 seconds behind Tulsa, and McLean
said be feels these practices will
put them in the running for a top
spot.
On the other end of the sport,
the men's team had a successful
day. Men·~ pair finished fourth
out of 16 boats, while the men's
novice four finished fifth out of
30 crews and qualified for the
Collegiate Championships. The
Championships will be held in
three weeks in Pennsylvania.
;.
Sarah Tinsley can be reached at;~
sarah.rinsley@murraystate.edu.

Racers take on strong competition at Vandy Invitational
people to compete against," head coach Dereck
Chavis said.
With 24 teams competing at the event,
including squads like Middle Tennessee State,
Eastern Illinois and the University of Alabama,
the Racers tinished 22nd in the field, but were
able to improve their individual performances
in a number of categories.
Freshman Taylor Crawford notched two
individu~ personal bests.
In a field of 91 runners, Crawford placed 16th
in the BOO-meter relay with a time of2 minutes.
15.85 seconds.
Crawford's best event of the day was the
1.500, in which she was able to fmisb in 4:42.71,
placing her 12th out of 71 competitors.

AutumnBoaz
Editor-in-chief
The track team traveled to Nashville, Tenn.•
Saturday to measure itself against some of its
strongest competition of the season at the Van·
dcrbilt Invilational.
The meet was the Racers' largest event of the
spring season.
.~
Seven Ohio Valley Conference teams competed in the invitational, including Murray
State.
"It was good to have so many teams from our
conferenc~ present at the meet, but there were
also other strong teams from other strong conferences as well, which gave us a good range of

0

"People are starting to pull things together,
Along with Crawford, sophomore Alaina
Zanin ran her personal best in the 5,000 meter
and they're starting to have improved perforrun with a time of 18:34.37. Z:min finished 28th
mances."
out of 65 runners, while freshman Kristen
With a handful of impressive performances.
MiUer finished just four spots behind Zanin
Chavhi said the Vanderbilt event was a good
indication of things to come for the program.
with a time of 18:52.31.
Josha Rogers finished fourth in the high
"Most of our athletes placed in the top 20,
jump and sophomore Maggie McKay notched
and I think that says something for the develan eighth place finish in the event.
opment of our program and also the quality of
Chavis said his team's performances were
rhe people we have in the program here,"
progressing just as he had expected.
Chavis said.
"By the way that the training schedule is set
The Racers' next event is Saturday when the
up, we want our ~ople.to ac.:tuall}' p_e,a~ ,and '"' team tray~l~ tQ Clarksv.iUe. Tenn., to co~te
perform well at the end of the year," Chavis
in the Austin Peay invitational.
said. "I think {the wins) arc just a product of
Autumn Boaz can be reached at
the training plan that we're doing.
autumn.boaz@murraystate.edu.
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celebration
Nathan Stubblefield acknowledged
for broadcast, telephone inventions
Charlotte Kyle
Staff writer
The dead are being raised at Murray and
the Telecommunications Systems Management Program is responsible for the trickery.
The TSM program kicked off a celebration of Nathan B. Stubblefield April 5, with
Journalism and Mass Communications
Professor Robert Valentine appearing as
the deceased inventor of the wireless telephone.
The celebration will last until May. representing the year Stubblefield waited to
receive his patent.
TSM marketing specialist Dana Howard
said Valentine performed a monologue
written by Robert .Lochte, journalism professor and author of a book on Stubblefield's life.
Valentine also made an appearance as
Stubblefield at the TSM program's Patterns
of Distinction forum, which attracted 150
people on Aprill9, Howard said.
Other plans for the yearlong event
include a contest for high school students
4to rebuild Stubblefield's technology. An
:interactive museum to be built in the atrium of the Industry and Technology building is the main project.
"We are a national program, a program
of distinction, so we try to do things that
put Murray State and Murray on the map
and this is one of them," Howard said. "We
hope to get national recognition from this."
: The museum will be a timeline of techlnology, ranging from communication with
fire to the telegraph and telephone. A twopanel display focusing on Stubblefield's
work will be the museum's highlight,
Howard said, and will include replicas of
lhis patent, inventions and audio and visual
jmaterial.
1 "We pulled out a 1940s record (from
1Poque Library) and it's Bernard Stubblelfield, Nathan's son, on a radio show called
'We the People,"' Howard said. "He was
talking about his father's lifestyle, what had
;happened and how he had been ridiculed
:for the ideas he had. It was really weird
lto hear his voice, but that's the kind of
things we hope to include in the
museum."
Stubblefield was in the
'telephone business in Murlray, Lochte said. Murray
,State's first president,
Rainey T. Wells, was
one of the first people to
hear
Stubblefield's
broadcast voice through
,his telephone device.
,While his wireless
invention wasn't per-

feet. the technology behind it is still used
today in Near Field Communications and
in assisted hearing devices.
"It's kind of unfortunate that soon after
Stubblefield died people tried to begin to
prove that he had invented radio, and really what he was doing didn't have anything
to do with what we now call radio," lochte
said. "That went on for quite a while and it
got attention but not real favorable atten·
tion because it was wrong. n
Howard recognized that previous efforts
were made to honor Stubblefield's accomplishments.
"Murray State, at one point, did try to
celebrate Stubblefield's life, but it really
didn't go anywhere," Howard said. "Now,
here's our opportunity with the lOOth
anniversary of the patent to really get in
there and. as a University, celebrate a
man's life who was really involved with a
lot of people from the campus."
Howard said she hopes the whole community will be involved in the celebration,
not only those within the program.
"I think it's interesting to find out that
there was someone here in Murray that
could have been a famous inventor but was
never given the opportunity, or didn't have
the business skills to become what he really should have been,'' she said. "If he had,
he would have been very famous and
would've made Murray very famous. He
needs to be recognized, not just for his
technology, but for the person that he
was."
Charlotte Kyle can be reached at
charlotte.kyle@mu.rraystate.edu.

photo courtesy of Wrather Museum

Versions of the phonograph, left and above. were significant
inventions by Murray native Nathan B. Stubblefield. He was
the first to patent the "wireless telephony" in 1908, nearly a
century before the cell phone came along.
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·This Week
iifrida
..Movie
7 p.m., 'I Love Ashley Bailey,' sponsored by the Murray Independent
Filmmaker Association, Curris Cen·
ter Theater, free
jidmission
Opera workshop

8 p.m., Performing
·Arts Hall, free
admission

•SaturdaY.
Senior Recital
8 p.m.• Chad Bug: bee, clarinet, Per. forming Arts Hall,
free admission

•Sunda
Joint Junior
Recital
2 p.m., Michelle
Shahpari and Alex
Gr imm, piano, Perfo rming Arts Hall,
free admission

•Thur~d.ay
Senior Breakfast
8 a.m., Curris Center
Ballroom, staff, faculty and guests $5,
graduating seniors
free
Dance Event
. 7:30p.m., Johnson
Auditorium in the
Fine Arts Building,
general adult $10.
faculty and AARP
$8, students free
admission
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Nature, not Satan, lies at the core of Paganism
~

Becky Paskievich
College l ife Editor
Although finding a pagan in
Murray is difficult, clarifying
misconceptions about the faith
is even harder.
Michelle Dowell, junior from
louisville, Ky., said discovering
her pagan faith was a process.
"In high school I started out
being atheist, not knowing
where l was going," she said.
A little research led her to
Wicca. a division of Paganism,
but she didn't restrict herself to
that subset.
"I like elements of other
pagan religions. so I kind of
meshed them all together," she
said.
Allaboutspirituality.org, a
site devoted to explaining various religions, defmes pagans as
"anyone involved in any reli·
gious act, practice or ceremony,
which is not Christian.'" Some
define it simply as having no
religion. Paganism celebrates
the Earth, living creatures and
nature, the site said.
While most modern-day
pagans believe in more than
one god, others are atheistic.
Dowell said she is p,olythcistic
and believes in rebirth.
"As far as heaven and hell, I
don't believe in it," she said.
"How can you really say that
there's one supremely good
thing and one supreme bad
thing?"
She and her fiance, Jordan
Couture, sophomore from
Louisville, Ky., plan to take part
in the pagan tradition of handfasting, a ceremony in which n
couple tie their hands together
and pledge to be together
romantically for a year and day.

Paul Holladay/The Nf!\vs

Michelle Dowell, junior fromLouisville, Ky., and her fianc~. Jordan Couture, sophomore from Louisville, Ky., clasp tied
hands, representing the paqan hand!asting tradition, the marriage equivalent
She said there nrc various
ranks of the ceremony and after
that year and day a couple can
pledge to be together for a
longer period of time. Pagans
do not h:wc specific places of
worship and the ceremony is
typically outdoors.
"We've done this once
beforehand and our friends
officiated the ceremony," Dowell said.
One misconception people
have about pagans is that the
faith has connections with the
occult, Dowell said. She said a
Murray State student once
approached her during a photography lab with a supposed
intervention from God.

"At the time I wore a pentacle everywhere and he came
over and said, 'God wants me to
talk to you and tell you that he
loves you and he wants you to
come back and go to church,"'
she said. "I was like 'I'm glad he
told you to talk to me, but I
think I'm going to go now.'
"We need to have a little bit
more understanding toward
other religions and other cultures," Dowell said.
For those who question their
religious faith, Dowell recommended carefully reading spiritual literature.
"l don't think anyone should
be afraid to experiment with
their religion." she said. "They

should keep an open mind and
.sec all the sides to things."
Zack Welhouse, junior at
North Michigan University,
created a Faccbook group titled
"Get On the Pagan Wagon" that
encourages members to share
stork•s and discuss rites and ritU:lls.
"(1 started the group) originally to h01ve more recognition
out there because a lot of
pagans practice in solitary and
there's just not a whole lot of
communication between
them," he said.
The 56-member group has
members from across the United States, Canada and England.
Welhouse said he was raised

Catholic but became pagan in
2005.
"I always liked being out in
nature," he said. "I'm from a
hunting family, so being out in
the woods was no stranger to
me."
His college roommate's druld
practices increased his interest.
Welhouse soon realized that
the pagan faith fit him better
· than his Catholic upbringing.
He said that the d iversity in
college could motivate people
to break from their prior religion.
"At college more people artt
open and you meet more people and learn a lot," he said,
"More kids decide to change o~
reconfirm their religion on.
their own research not just to
rebel.''
He noted that pagans are not
Satanists, contrary to the popu~
lar misconception.
,' .
"There's a bad karma aspect
to it," he said. '1f you do some:
thing bad it will return to
you later but there's no he ll 6'r
worshiping the devil or things
like that."
Welhouse's
roommatc 1
senior Dan Gausden. tried to
get a pagan group started oh
Northern's campus but posters
were torn down by those who
opposed the group and the reli·
gion.
"There is almost a universal
shunning
(of
paganism)
because people just don't knoy
anything about it," he said.
"They don't know the truth ~.
about what the pagan traditions
are abou t and what they actually practice.''
,

ge\

Becky Paskievich can be
reached at rebecca.
'
paskievich@murraystatc.cdu.
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The Quad Squad
has come to an
end ...

• May 5
Kelso's Mule Sale
10 a.m.,Expo Center,
free admission

The News is in
need of a new
comic s trip
artist.

••
••
,•

Workshop
1 p.m., Contemporary Keyboard
Workshop, Performing Arts Hall,
free admission

AUCTION LOCATION: 203 North 12th Street, Murray, Kentucky.
Location of Properties Selling: 203 North 12th St., 1403 Poplar St., 1405
Poplar St., 1407 Poplar St., Murray, KY. SIGNS POSTED!
CHICAGO, IL INVESTOR SAYS ''SELL TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER!"

5 PRIME MURRAY 1 KY PROPERTIES LOCATED
ON N. 12tn ST. & POPLAR ST.
EXCELLENT INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY/
RENTAL INCOME- OUTSTANDING COMMERCIAL POTENTIAL, SELLING A
1.39 ACRE TRACT. A REAL HIDDEN TREASURE JUST 1 BLOCK FROM
MURRAY STATE UNIVERSITY CAMPUS.
outstanding potential yearly Income of

$45, 120.00

AUCTION HELD AT 203 N. 12th ST., MURRAY, KENTUCKY
REAL ESTATE IMU. SEll AT 6:00PM REGARDLESS OF PRICE SID ON THE TRACT THAT BEST RTS YOUR
NEEDS/

H
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A Leader in Land Marketing " Your Professional Auctionee r s ..

2088 St. Rt. 45 North • Mayfield, KY 42066 NAA rt:J ;'~,-'-?.-._
(270) 247-3253 • 800-380-4318
fi!!!!!t!j ~- ':;~:~ ...
visit our website: www.harrlsauctions.com ,..t "'"":o;· • Tr 11.sr -,,
Co-Broker with Centurv 21 Realtors. Loretta Jobs
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Nostalgia, emotion soak
latest Shins production

WID(lOG
THE
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1

..

I was nervous that it would be ~er
cnt. Too different.
I was nervous that the emotional
connection I had with "Caring is
Creepy" the first time I heard its
opening chords couldn't be recreated.
Not shockingly, I was completely
wrong. ·
I blame the Fall Out Boys of the
world, whom I've fallen in love with
only to have subsequent albums
break my musical heart.
But The Shins aren't in the heartbreak game, at least not at the
moment - "Wincing the Night
Away" is one of the band's best yet,
with the same softly haunting vocals,
genius acoustic guitar riffs and a
dash of synthesizer here and there
for spice.
Luclcily, unlike Fall Out Boy, The
Shins never overdose on the boards.
Instead, the excellent production is
more subtly evident through balance
and instrumental accents.
Now, for the must-hear tracks on
the album:
"Australia" - It's one of the more
upbeat tracks on the album, certain-

Review

• Staff writer Elizabeth Cawein

.

writes the music reviews.
~.

The rust time I heard The Shins, I
was with Andrew and Sam.
·: They were in a doctor's waiting
room in the movie "Garden State,"
and 1 was in my pajamas on my
c'ouch.
'•From that day forward the sound·
track of that movie bewitched me,
but it wasn't until somewhat-recent·
J-y" that [ began to examine The Shins
outside of the context of the Olm.
· I didn't venture far at flrst, sticking
with 2001's "Oh. Inverted World,"
die album of origination for The
Shins' stuff in ''Garden State."
~ ..·1 tentatively downloaded a track
or two from other albums whenever
fiot a wild hair on iTunes, but most·
ly 1 stayed in my Shi,ns comfort zone.
I .was especially leery of the band's
latest, "Wincing the Night Away."
. I hadn't heard so much as a peep of
negativity mentioned in conversation or reviews about the record, but

ly a brighter spot among the more
mellow tunes that surround it.
The occasional chorus of"la, la, Ia"
is a blithe lyrical vacation. matched
to perfection with the walking bass
line and the tap of the high hat.
"Phantom Limb" - Maybe it's the
tambourine, maybe it's the 1950sstyle crooning on the part of lead
vocalist James Mercer, maybe it's the
slowly strummed. repetitive electric
chords - but for a few seconds I kind
of felt like I was at a high school
prom in a teenage romantic comedy.
In a good way. As the song progressed and the vocals went from
lilt~ to eerie, I was addicted.
"Sealegs" - Flash back to our "Garden State" conversation from earlier.
"Sealegs" mimics the synthesizer
used in another tune from the sound·
track, "ln the Waiting Line" by Zero
7. It's a little lighter, a little less stir·
ring - perfection.
"A Comet Appears" - As May 12
approaches I've been struck several
times with some heavy cases of nostalgia, the kind that are best accompanied by melancholy tunes that
complement a slow montage of pho-

courtesy of Sub Pop Record~

tographs of the last four years of my
life.
"A Comet Appears," as much as I
get lost trying to understand its
lyrics, is definitely a nostalgia, slide·
show-of-my-life type of song.
Like many things in life, sometimes albums just have to hit you at
the right time in your life to reach
you in a certain way, to catch you
and addict you to a particular sound.
But it doesn't hurt that this album
was made for windows-down driving weather and reminiscing. After
all, it's graduation season.

--No note: only if you're desperate.
One note: worth a listen, but don't
bother paying for it.
•
Two notes: a decent record, try,
before you buy.
Three notes: worth the money.
Four notes: a future classic.

Unique cuisine, performances make multicultural night ahit
•.

Charlotte Kyle
Staff writer
With first class tickets cost·
ing only $5, students traveled
to flve different countries on
Friday without ever leaving
campus during Murray State's
annual Multicultural Night.
During the event, students
from China, Thailand, Japan,
Korea and India shared cultures, songs and dances with a
packed house in the Curris
Center theater.
Before the performances,
international cuisine such as
"Ia piawan." sweet and sour

;·
~

fish from Thailand, and ''chap
chae," a Korean beef dish with
vermicelli noodles, were
offered in the small ballroom.
Chase Jackson, senior from
Camden. Tenn., said he was
unaware of the event until it
was offered as extra credit for
one of his classes.
"It helped me realize we
have such a large international program here," Jackson
said. "It was definitely a
change being the minority,
especially in rural Kentucky."
He also offered words of
advice to those interested in
tryiqg international cuisines.
"I wouldn't recommend

getting a little of everything,"
Jackson said. "Instead, focus
on one group. I stuck mostly
to the Tawainese."
Mariya Matyuzhina, graduate student from Tomsk, Russia, and Aryo Hasnugung,
graduate
student
from
Indonesia. hosted the event.
The duo introduced performances, provided humorous
exchanges between acts, and
kept things exciting.
"The most exciting part of
the event is that people can
see so many different cultures
in one evening," Matyuzhina
said. "(Being in Murray)
makes me realize that people

are really similar all over the
world and it's really easy to
make friends."
Students from China kicked
off the night's performances
with a demonstration of Chinese calligraphy, emphasizing
the importance of art to Chinese culture.
Next in line was an upbeat
Thai boxing demonstration
and a modern adaptation of
an ancient Thai dance.
Other
entertainment
included singing, dancing,
live music and a short display
of soccer techniques showcased by a small group of
Korean students.

Institute of International
Studies Director Michael
Basile said it was beneficial
for American students to participate in the night's festivities.
"I think if I was a student in
the audience, it would give
me the chance to see students
I've known in class in a different light," Basile said. "It's as
if they are giving us a gift. I
like the warmth and the sense
of interaction between the
performers and the audience."
The show ended with an
encore presentation of the All
Campus Slog performance,

"Different Colors, One People," sung by international
students from each country.
With between 150 to 200
tickets .s old for the event,
Hasnugung said he was proud
of the audience turnout.
"It was a lot better than last
year," Hasnugung said. "I
think we doubled from last
year. Personally, I feel satisfied with the event. Everything worked so well. We
international students have a
very strong bond with each
other."

Charlotte Kyle can be
reached at
charlotte.!cyle
@murraystate.edu ·

This Week in Entertainment
Albums

~Now24

tv.arious Artists
Let It Go
:i!imMcGraw

• Box Office

• Songs

• DVDs

C"et"f*rtw'

• Books

• Web site

L Dlsturbla

L Give It To Me
Timbaland featuring Nelly
Furtado, Justin Timberlake
2. Doa't Matter
A.kon
3. GlrlfrieDd
Avril Lavigne
4. Glamorous
Fergie featuring Ludacris
S. The Sweet Escape
Gwen Stefani featuring
Ak.on

L Smoldn' Aces

L I Heard That Song Before

2. Happy Feet

Mary Higgins Clark
2. Nineteen Minutes
Jodi Picoult

AllaboatsplrituaJJty.org ~
This Web site is devoted
to explaining spirituality
through discussion of yoga,
karma and reincarnation.
The site aims to explore
the varying methods of
finding spiritual fulfillment.
Astrology readings, me<lita:
tion theory and discussion
of guardian angels round
out this new-age site truit
also contains links to relat:
ed articles.

2·

2. Fracture

~Konvlcted

3. Vacuacy

:t'.im McGraw
*Cassadaga
~right Eyes

. Timbaland Presents' Shock
~'

4.1D The Land OfWomea
S. Are W e Done Yet?

Value
;F.imbaland

Source: Billboard.com

Source: Cheri Theatres

3. The Last King of Scotland

3. Fresh Disasters

Stuart Woods
4.The Reluctant Fundamentalist
Mohsin Hamid
S.Obsession
Jonathan Kellerman

4. Eddie M urph y: DeUrlous

S. Venture Bros: Season 2

Source: Nytimes.com

Source: Bestbuy.com

Source: Billboard.com

To play: Complete the grid so that every :
row, column and every 3x3 box contains :
the digits 1 to 9. There is no guessing :
or math involved, just use logic to solve. :

SUDOKU
Easy
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York Stock EJCchange company
leathers and stuilents to fill
ma~gemenl positlom. Part·
(10~20 hrs a week) or Full-time
we will work around schedules.
Inquiries only. Plea.se call Mr.
Hemon at 270-703-2970.

fefNie and 1 Male AKC Registered
Bulldog Pups 8 weeb. Come
record, t st set of 5hols,
Pup -.lso comes with 100%

more infonnation, you can
vi4l this email below. Enwil:
~~·t204lO.jiimtr•Y@:gm<lil.c•om.

Address
Orleans Street
Chi~go, ...!_l 60654
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Ads may be submitted in
Wilson Hall room ll 1, m.1tled
Cl,1ssifieds, do The Murray
le News, 2609 University

tion, Murray, KY 42071 ,
or e·mai led to
thcnews@murraystate.edu
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call 809-4478.
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Campus enjoys free lunch in the quad·
Staft"Report
Despite heavy storms, students and faculty
crowded the quad Wednesday to partake in the the
21st annual Dog Day.
The Non-Traditional Student Organization sponsors the yearly event every spring semester, handing
out free hotdogs and drinks to those who make an
appearance at the event.
Ryan Frommherz, senior from Paris, Tenn., and
president of the NTSO, said Dog Day began as a
departmentally organized event

Members of the NTSO stepped in to hand out hot·
dogs and soft drinks in the quad, satisfying the!
appetites of the individuals waiting in the long line. :
Since then, Frommherz said the NTSO has taken
over sponsorship and organization of the event.
"We kind of do it as a thank you to all of the traditional students (on campus)," Frommherz said.
This year, Frommherz.said the NTSO event
workers handed out over 1,200 hotdogs.
Frommherz said he was pleased with this year'S:
turnout.
,
Said Frommherz.: "I thought it was pretty good.
even though it rained."

Faculty, students and staff wait In line to enjoy a free hotdoQ and soda Wednesday afternoon.
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Premier Mini Storage
Summer Storage Units Available NOW!

-'

753-9600

CO~P.A..l'TY

DISCOUNT COLLEGE TEXTBOOKS

GUARANTEED Lowest Price on
College Textbooks ... PERIOD!

iOur buyback program pays more
$$$ than ever!
You can net up to 71 percent of your
money back. We will buy books you
bought from ANYWHERE!

Students, Why drag
all your stuff home and back again??

Store your stuff!

Indoor Climate Control
Now taking summer reservations!
-Rates from $18 Monthly
-Controlled access
-Video Surveillance
-No deposit required
-Air Conditioned Units
-On Site Manager

Come by and check it out ...
9 a. m. - 6 p. m.
Monday - Friday during finals week

-Pest Control
-Open 7 Days a Week
-We Rent U-Hauls
-We Sell Boxes
-Behind Goody's
-Across From The Big Apple

.·
.
....

RESERVE NOW! LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE!

1303 Chestnut
Street
763-8767
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Call toll free:

.l.._1_

1-800-BOOK-040
Save 30 · 50%
On used textbooks!

Premier Mini Storage -644 N 12th St.-Murray

Chestnut St.---

.
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Free Padlock When

I
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You Move In!
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Premier Mini Storage
Coupon good through May 31st, 2007

1---cllp this coupon l----clip t his couponl----clip this couponl--·1

*All Buyback prices are subject to inventory quota and condition of text
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